
 

For my own eyes have 

seen the salvation 

which you have 

prepared in the sight 

of every people; 

A light to reveal you to 

the nations, 

And the glory of your 

people Israel. 

Nunc Dimittus 

(see Luke 2.22-40) 

 

The Presentation of Jesus at the Temple, 

Giovanni Bellini, Palazzo Querini Stampalia,  

Venice 

                                                              

About this festival 
Forty days after the birth of Jesus, we celebrate the 

occasion when Mary and Joseph took the child to the 

Temple in Jerusalem.  Under Levitical law this was the 

completion of Mary’s purification after the birth. 

Simeon acclaimed the child as ‘the light to lighten the 

Gentiles’ and the prophet Anna proclaimed him her 

Redeemer.  Today we light candles to celebrate Christ, 

the light that overcomes darkness. 



Candlemas Day falls half-way between the winter 
solstice and the spring equinox. Traditionally, 2 
February was Scottish Quarter Day when agricultural 
rents were paid. You’d better watch out for the 
weather! You might like to send a photo. 

If Candlemas Day be dry and fair, 
Half the winter's to come and mair. 
If Candlemas Day be wet and foul, 
Half o' winter's gane at Yule.  

A Word from Scripture  

The SEC Collect Prayer 

for the Presentation of the Lord in the Temple 

Almighty and Everlasting God:  
as your Only-begotten Son was presented  
and received in the temple,  
so may we welcome and proclaim him as the 
light of the nations  
and the glory of your people;  
who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 

“Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the 

world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but 

will have the light of life’.” 
                                                          John 8.12 



An activity to try 

 It’s time to get creative and 
make your Candlemas 
candle of blessing. You can 
craft one out of toilet roll 
(left) or decorate one to eat 
made out of upturned 
sponge roll like the one 
below!   

Both Simeon and Anna blessed the 

basis Jesus. Read the story again 

(Luke chapter 2). Who has blessed 

your life or who will you bless? Write 

their name and a blessing if you like. 

Take a photo of your candle and tell 

us about your blessing. 

Put it on our Facebook page, email it, or Whatsapp it 

to Reuben and we’ll add it to the OoF webpage. 

We want to see lots of different ones to mark the end 

of the Christmas season and this series of OoFs!  

 



A prayer to offer 

 I have lit a candle, Lord, 

and in the stillness 

within its flame 

I glimpse your light. 

  

 I have lit a candle, Lord, 

 and in the stillness 

 within its warmth 

 I sense your love. 

 

 

 

 

  

I have lit a candle, Lord, 

and in the stillness 

of this moment 

I bring my prayer. 

    John Birch. www.faithandworship.com 

 

Lighting candle is a good way to begin prayer to mark 

out the time with God. You can also light a candle to  

prayer for someone in your thoughts. The lighting of 

candles can also show a community’s solidarity in 

response to a significant event or tragedy.  Imagine 

your prayer rising up like the flame, as your heart 

burns and the heart of God melts at your request.  Try 

saying some words, like those above, or use your own.   

               

Next: Lent pilgrimage from 18 February 
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