Changing our minds

by Reuben James Preston

Semester 2 assessment point

Medium: installation space with found furniture, sculptural piece, position detectors, coloured lighting, music tracks and video images

Introduction & Theory


This piece is an exploration of the ideas of interactive consequence, chaos theory, colour and musical remembrance associations.


These themes have grown out of my student research project and I wanted to explore the notion of a viewer interacting with a piece in a way that doesn’t involve consciously making choices by pressing button etc. Here the presence of the viewer is detected using 8 pressure pads under the carpet.


The themes of colour and music have been core to my practice and in this piece they are used to adjust the state of the viewers consciousness through the internal triggering of learned associations and remembrances.


As I have been studying differing ideas of human understanding of consciousness and the embodiment of consciousness in the human senses and mind I became interested in how chaos theory speaks about interactions and patterns in chaotic systems.

Elements of the installation 

Chaos and Consequence


The piece has attempted to embody apparent chaos and consequence. To this end some events are due directly to a viewer’s presence, others are due to the previous viewers presence and this viewers presence, whilst others are apparently random events. The latter fall into two categories: random events that have been programmed and controlled by the computer and others are accidental events. The accidental events may occur because of the paths made by viewers negotiating the space and triggering events to happen as well as the occurrence of audio tracks playing at certain times by fluke of there constant looping. These accidental events I am looking forward to experiencing and hearing people’s comments upon. These events will trigger associations and remembrances which are part of the viewers’ horizons and offer a viewer input to the experience I can only potentially facilitate. 

The Random events which the computer controls are listed below together with the consequential events determined by the viewer’s(‘s) presence in the space.

Inputs pressure pads 1-8: input1, input2, input3, input4, input5, input6, input7, input8

Outputs


Output 1 UV lights


Output 2 Red light


Output 3 Green light


Output 4 Blue light


Output 5 White light


Output 6 Audio Mozart Symphony 41 looped (4 movements)


Output 7 Contemporary Chart hits – Now that’s what I call music Vol 61 (42 tracks) looped


Output 8 Colour songs by Neil Goodmean (31 tracks) looped

Video materials

1 Butterflies (reference to chaos theory)

2 Crowd at classical concert (footage from Evita)

3 Comic Relief 2004 footage

4 Crowd at pop concert from Savage Garden DVD

5 The Submarine from ‘The Yellow Submarine’ 

Computer controlled Random elements

Element 1


Randomly make any output (not video) change state every 10 seconds

Element 2


Randomly change the projected video images every 30 seconds

Element 3


IF Op2=OFF AND Op3=OFF and Op4=OFF randomly turn one on 20% of the time

Element 4


IF Inp1=ON for 15 seconds randomly change the state of one of ( Op6 or Op7 or Op8 ) 50% of the time

Conseqential activities

Input 1:


Project video 1 for 10 seconds then video 2 for 5 seconds

Input 2: 


XOR op 2,3,4

Input 3:


Change the state of Op3 providing only one of the sound tracks is on

Input 4:


Turn Op4 ON only if Op8 is ON otherwise do nothing

Input 5:


Change the state of Op5 unless Op1=ON in which case turn Op5 ON

Input 6:


Randomly change the state of one of Opt 6, 7, or 8 and change the state of Op1 10% of the time

Input 7:


If Ip1=ON AND (Op2 or Op3 or Op4) then turn on Op2, Op3, Op4

Input 8:


If Ip8=ON turn OFF all outputs unless Inp1 AND Ip2 are ON in which case XOR all outputs

Multiply consequential element

If Ip3 and Ip4 and Ip5 then flash coloured lights

Technology


This piece uses simple input technology of pressure pads which respond to masses of over 2.5kg. These provide input data to a PC which polls these inputs continuously whilst also carrying out the random elements of the piece as well.

Evaluation


As I evaluate this piece I find myself drawn to the formal aspects of the space. Its colour, and the sculptural nature of the furniture. I wonder if painting the chairs was the best choice to make since I wanted people to sit on them – would doing this inhibit people from sitting on them and using the space? I am also drawn to the sculptural piece hanging in the space and find myself wanting to develop that in its own right further. The hanging construction made from pages of  the Mozart Score for Symphony 41 reference the ways in which many believe that Mozart’s music can change our states of consciousness. Some believe that Mozart music gives energy to the brain because of the intonation he uses. In the hanging sculpture I find myself thinking about he neurones of the brain itself in a physical material way and I find myself intrigued with the materiality of the plastic and PVA using in the fabrication of the work. I also feel that there is room for exploration of the shadows created by the work in the space and wonder if I could work with the pressure mats to create a space which is negotiated by means of the shadows generated through the viewers presence in the space.


The audio tracks can be disturbing when mixed for me and I find myself listening to one more intently than the others if they come on. The Colours Songs I find grab my attention more and I start to look for the colours in the reflections and shadows of the space. The contemporary Chart music is for me a weak point of the piece as a whole and I find that the justapositions which have occurred whilst I have been in the space to have been disturbing and made me move around and hope that I can stop them by triggering an event.


There is a sense of fun to the piece, especially in the way that multiple inputs being triggered by viewing with a friend or friends gives a different experience to viewing alone. I have also found myself intrigued to see what would be going on when I come back to the piece. In this way I have found the work quite appealing.


I am glad that I decided to keep the technology discrete and I think that this helps present an element of beauty in the work especially with the vista of colour and the shadows and reflections from the sculptural hanging. 


Finally, the time I had to play and experiment in the space was limited and I would liked to have worked with the lighting in different configurations and also the pressure pads in different places to see if people negotiated the space differently with different events happening in different places.  The piece has provided me with much food for thought as I continue to think about the notions of consequence, consciousness, and association.

